FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
Please read our online prospectus or BTEC info sheet more information about Circomedia, our approach and locations.
Do you hold Open Days?
Circomedia doesn’t hold formal open days; the campus is small and our students tell us it is distracting if large parties visit when they are trying to master a new technique, trick or topic or rehearsing.  However,  informal visits can sometimes be arranged and, of course,  would-be applicants are always welcome to attend any of the shows we stage at our central Bristol venue or book on to one of the many day-time, evening or weekend courses we run – a great way to get a ‘feel’ for Circomedia’s space and meet members of the Circomedia team. For details, see: www.circomedia.com. 
Do I have to be highly-skilled to apply?

Yes and no. Circomedia’s focus is on integrating circus skills into performance and on encouraging students to be creative and able to engage, thrill, move or challenge an audience.  So, students don’t need faultless skills from the get-go, nor perfect bodies . What we do require, though, is proof of a pre-existing passion for circus dance, gymnastics or theatre or a high-energy or daring sport (such as bouldering, free running or a martial art); an interesting personality, a desire to create and perform, good health, and the mind-set to cope with many hours a week of challenging physical training. If your lack of circus expertise worries you, Circomedia runs a year-round programme of circus skills classes and courses, including for beginners, and a three months introductory course. See www.circomedia.com for the current timetable.
Do you take students from outside of the UK?

We certainly do.  Our students come from all over the British Isles, mainland Europe and many other parts of the world (including, most recently, Argentina, Australia, Canada, Israel, Japan and the USA).  Please see our International FAQs sheet for extra guidance, including how to check if you will need a visa. Please note also that Circomedia courses are taught in English so a good understanding of the language is very important. 
What is the application timescale ? 
Applicants for our two-year  Foundation (FdA) degree course need to follow the guidance given on the Bath Spa University website – www.bathspa.ac.uk – and by UCAS – www.ucas.com. The deadline for UCAS/FdA applications is usually mid-January (for the course which starts in the autumn of the same year) but please check the date – and late application procedures - with UCAS. 

For all other courses, apply directly to Circomedia.  Application forms for the Three Month and One Year Courses are available online [link to http://www.circomedia.com/storage/Application%20form%20June%202010.doc]  and must be submitted before the audition date of your choice and by August 1st at the latest (for entry that September). 
What should I say in an application?

The forms ask all the usual questions – name, age, contact details, educational &/or work experiences/ achievements, personal interests and so on.  We also need you to explain how you meet the requirements listed in the answer to question 2. But you will find that we’re less picky than most about formal qualifications, perfect spelling or past accolades.  What we really want is a sense of who you are now and what you dream of becoming.  

Do I have to audition?

Yes – all short-listed applicants have to audition. For those who live in the UK or Europe, this usually involves coming to Circomedia for an Audition Day. Applicants from other parts of the world can opt for a telephone interview and submit their audition piece on video.

 What happens during an Audition Day?

Audition Days are usually held in March, June and August (for admission in September of the same year). They start at 9am and end at 6pm. Participants are given a tour of the campus, introduced to the training team and take part in aerial, performance and equilibristic and manipulation workshops.  Everyone gets plenty of time to ask questions. The day finishes with a short interview, and individual presentations to the interview panel of a pre-prepared three-minute audition piece.

How should I prepare for an Audition Day?
Our letters of invitation explain the day in detail and come with background information about how to get to Circomedia and so on. The pack also contains guidelines for the preparation of an audition piece (including how ask for specialist equipment to be made available).  Basically, though, you will have 3-minutes in which to convince the panel that you belong at Circomedia. The piece doesn’t have to feature circus skills; it just needs to demonstrate that you have a passion for performance and an eagerness to grow.
What is the timetable for students who win a place?

Our courses are very intensive, typically 30-35 timetabled hours a week. The day usually starts at 8.45am with physical warm-ups and attention to technique. After this, students go into specialist classes – in circus techniques, movement, conditioning, performance or analytical study, or have an independent practice session. The day ends officially at 6pm but many students choose to stay on - to join our public classes in, for instance, improvisation, tumbling, corde lisse or Chinese Pole; train independently, or to prepare for performance. On most Friday afternoons, students present a self-devised solo or group piece to an audience of students, tutors and staff.
Is circus-theatre training dangerous?

The risk of injury is always present when someone is high off the ground, or performing acrobatics, or throwing, say, juggling clubs around. But we take great care to ensure that our students understand the importance of working safely and know how to protect and look after their bodies. We also make sure that all of our equipment is of high-quality, properly-rigged and well maintained.  Even so, some bruises and sprains are inevitable so we always have first aiders on-site and can rapidly arrange physiotherapy or other medical care. 
Is accommodation available on campus? 

A small number of single rooms is available on the Kingswood campus but they are owned and managed by the Kingswood Foundation. To ask about availability and costs, please contact the Kingswood Foundation directly on +44 (0) 117 947 7948 or at info@kfl.org.uk. Most students live off campus, often taking over bed-sitters, flats or shared houses from students who have just graduated. We use email-outs to share information about vacancies and can also supply accommodation help-sheets. Please note, though, that we are unable to vet properties or landlords and strongly advise you to make your own checks before signing any rental agreements.  Generally, it is fairly easy to find good and cheap student accommodation in Bristol.

What funding is available? 

Most FdA students fund their training by applying for a tuition fee loan plus maintenance grants. For advice on what is on offer, eligibility and how to apply, we strongly recommend a visit to the Students Services section of the Bath Spa University website:  www.bathspa.ac.uk
A popular funding option for UK students taking a one-year course is a Career Development Loan – essentially, a bank loan given at special rates and with deferred repayment. To find out more, see the education and Learning pages at www.direct.gov.uk or call the Next Step helpline number provided on the site, to talk to an advisor.

For other ideas, see www.funderfinder.org.uk/ and www.family-action.org.uk/.
Alternatively, ask for copy of the Circomedia Finance Fact-sheet by emailing: sarahw@circomedia.com or telephoning us on  +44 (0) 117 947 7288.

Can I take a job while studying?
Circomedia courses are physically and mentally demanding and as the typical school day starts at 8.45am and rarely ends before 6pm, it may be over-challenging to take on paid work as well.  But there is no veto on combining a job and study.  Students who make good progress may even get paid work with Circomedia itself.  We run a separate entertainments agency which is often asked to provide performers or workshop leaders for business, educational, social or charity events.    
