FAQS – International applicants

Please read our online prospectus or BTEC info sheet for more information about Circomedia, our approach and locations.

Important note: this document contains extra information for Circomedia students who live outside of the UK.  We recommend that you read the other FAQ document, too, as it contains useful general information.  

Do I need to audition in person for Circomedia?

We much prefer it if potential students visit us in person – it’s a chance for you to find out if you like the school and Bristol, as well as for us to get to know you better and talk face-to-face about your audition. But if you live outside of Europe, there is the option to audition by DVD.

We supply guidance on how to make these DVDs as part of the invitation to audition.  Essentially, it needs to contain a short performance / movement piece of your choice, lasting a maximum of 3 minutes plus short clips from any recent public performances or practice sessions plus a section in which you talk to the camera  - explaining who you are and why you want to train at Circomedia.
Do I need a visa to study at Circomedia?

You may need a visa to study in the UK. Circomedia regrets that it cannot advise on individual cases but you should be able to find the basic information you need by visiting the following website: http://www.ukvisas.gov.uk/en/doineedvisa/
Students applying for the two-year FdA course should also visit these sites: 

· http://www.bathspa.ac.uk/services/student-services/prospective-students/your-application/how-to-apply/international/immigration.asp
· http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/student/immigration.php
For students applying for courses lasting one year or less, a Tier 5 Temporary Worker Visa – Creative and Sporting is often enough (with Circomedia acting as your sponsor).  For some countries – including Australia, Canada, Japan & New Zealand – youth mobility or creative exchange schemes apply, so look also at:   
· http://www.bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/workingintheuk/tier5/creativeandsporting/
· http://www.bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/workingintheuk/tier5/youthmobilityscheme/
· http://www.ukvisas.gov.uk/en/howtoapply/infs/inf28pbsyouthmobility#8396335
Are study grants available?

Very little funding is available in the UK for international students.  We recommend that you ask official advisors in your own country about the local availability of grants, loans, charitable foundations or scholarships before looking for funding in the UK.  Then, if you still need to find out about help which might be available here for performing arts students from overseas, see here:

· http://www.educationuk.org/ (Go to Study Advice, then Scholarships & Funding

· http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/student/ukstudent/funding.php
Can I work alongside my studies?
Students from EU countries, and those who enter the UK on a youth mobility scheme visa, are allowed to take paid work while studying.  However, the rules on paid employment for other international visitors are more complicated and are subject to change. To find the latest information, please consult the following official websites: 

FdA programme http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/student/working_during.php
Other courses: http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/workingintheuk/tier5/creativeandsporting/workingandconditions/
But please be very aware - the training at Circomedia is intensive and demanding and, generally, our students have neither the spare time nor the energy to take evening jobs, Monday to Friday. Some students are able to cope with weekend jobs but we strongly recommend that you commit to no more than 10 hours paid employment a week.

What is the local cost of student living?

According to a recent survey by the Bristol-based University of the West of England (UWE) students can expect to spend £6,000 - £7,000 on living expenses in Bristol over an academic year in addition to tuition fees.

Do I need a good level of English to study at Circomedia?

Yes.  All of our courses are taught in English so it is important that you are confident both at speaking/ listening  in English.  For courses lasting one year or less, language assessments are made as part of the audition process.  For the FdA programme, English to at least IELTS 6.0 standard is a formal requirement.   If you feel your English needs a boost, we can put you in touch with local TEFL schools or tutors.
What about health insurance?

EU students qualify for treatment under the UK’s National Health Service scheme but must hold a European Health Insurance Card. See http://www.eu-healthcard.com/
International students taking the FdA course on a student visa are also entitled to National Health Service care and treatment. See:  http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/student/info_sheets/keeping_healthy.php
The healthcare provision for other students varies and is subject to change. So, we strongly recommend that you get official advice in your own country before you travel to the UK.  If your own government cannot help, the British Council has offices in most regions of the world:

http://www.britishcouncil.org/
How do I travel to Bristol?
BY AIR: Bristol has a small but good international airport operating regular direct flights to and from many countries, and connecting flights to a number of long haul ‘hubs’ including London Heathrow, Amsterdam and Charles de Gaulle, Paris.  
The airport is roughly 14.5kms (9 miles) from the city centre. Taxis and car hire can be arranged in the terminal or an express bus service – the Bristol Flyer – runs from outside the main hall. 

BY RAIL/ FERRY: Bristol is a main-line train station, with good connections to the Channel ferry ports of Plymouth,  Portsmouth and Weymouth, to London Paddington, and Reading (which has a Railair link to Heathrow) and via Underground services to all other London mainline stations, including Kings’Cross/ St Pancras for Eurostar and the Channel Tunnel.  

If travelling by train, please be aware that Bristol has two major railway stations; Temple Meads and Parkway. Temple Meads is best for the city centre and is also the best place to get a taxi to Kingswood. 

BY ROAD: The city is close to intersections of the M4/ M5 and M32 motorways and has a busy  National Express Coach station.  

For detailed directions about getting to Circomedia, please see our website: -  http://www.circomedia.com/location-map-directions/
Useful travel and transport sites:

Bristol International Airport - www.bristolairport.co.uk/
Bristol Flyer bus services - http://flyer.bristolairport.co.uk/
Eurostar – www.eurostar.com
First Great Western train services - www.firstgreatwestern.co.uk/  
National Express  bus services- www.nationalexpress.com/home.aspx     
National Rail Enquries: www.nationalrail.co.uk  
Heathrow Airport Express - www.airwise.com/airports/uk/heathrow/by_train.html                                Railair (Heathrow to Reading) - http://www.railair.com/
