what is
circomedia?

training people to join an existing
profession. Instead, we aim to nurture
individuals creativity and imbue them
with the physical, and theoretical skills
required to become world-leading
It was founded in 1993 as a direct performers, artists and facilitators.
heir to Fool Time - the UK’s first
full time circus school and an Circomedia, is also a Arts Council
Portfolio
organisation
influential force in the development National
of
contemporary
circus
with benifiting from state funding that
physical theatre. Today Circomedia helps us to continue to be the largest
proudly carries on this legacy by centre for Circus in the UK.
combining high calibre physical skills
tuition, with the development of
creativity, critical thinking and multidisciplinary approaches to devising
and performance.
Circomedia is an internationally
respected centre of excellence for
circus- theatre training based in the
UK city of Bristol.

The result is that Circomedia
students graduate not only with
substantial physical prowess but
also knowing how to build a career,
command attention, invent, engage,
thrill, move and challenge in everevolving ways.
This is what makes Circomedia
special - it focuses on more than just
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This two-year qualification is
for learners aged 16+ and is
equivalent to three A Levels.

This 1 year post graduate
qualification is for learners with
a background in circus, devising
new work, and performance,
who want to develop their
abilities as a director.
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For learners aged 18+, we
offer a two-year Foundation
Degree and and the
opportunity to apply for a
third year to top up to a full
BA (hons)
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Our Vocational Courses run
from 3 months - 3 years and
is for learners aged 18+ that
want to receive the highquality education of our
Degree programme but may
not be eligible or interested
in earning an accredited
qualification.
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“CIRCOMEDIA
IS FULL OF SO
MANY AMAZINGLY
TALENTED AND
CREATIVE PEOPLE,
YOU CAN’T HELP
BUT LOVE IT”
GRACE MONCHAR
- BTEC GRADUATE

I WAS GIVEN THE
TOOLS TO CREATE
WORK THAT
CONTRADICTS
WHAT PEOPLE
EXPECT FROM
CIRCUS,BREAKING
THE MOULD.
- IONA STEWART
BTEC & BA GRADUATE
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BTEC (LEVEL 3)
PERFORMING ARTS: CONTEMPORARY
CIRCUS WITH PHYSICAL THEATE
WHAT
WILL I STUDY?

The BTEC course gives young people
from the age of 16 the chance
to learn a range of circus disciplines
(aerial, juggling, acrobatics and
equilibristics) alongside classes in
physical theatre, movement and
devising.
Underpinning this practical skill
development is rigorous academic
study in which learners will
investigate theatre practitioners,
plan a community arts project and
explore the various employment
opportunities within the arts
industry. The course is delivered in
partnership with and supported by
City of Bristol College.

WHAT
WILL I GET ?
The first year of the BTEC course gives
you a Foundation Diploma
which is worth one and a half A Levels.
Successful students can apply
to stay for a second year to top up to
a full Extended Diploma which is
worth three A Levels.

WHERE WILL IT
TAKE ME?
Many graduates go on to further
training at schools in the UK and
Europe, whilst others join professional
companies or form their own. Some
will teach or work as community
practitioners and some will take the
skills they’ve developed in entirely
different directions.

ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS
Applicants will need English and
Maths GCSE at grade 4 or above and
at least two other GCSEs at 4-9 . It
doesn’t matter if you have never
done any circus before. Applications
are made online on our website
and will include an audition. Email
admissions@circomedia.com
with
any questions.

FULL UK FUNDING
AVAILABLE FOR 16 - 18
YEAR OLDS
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DEGREE

PROGRAMME

DEGREE PROGRAMME
IN CONTEMPORARY CIRCUS WITH
PHYSICAL THEATRE
Circomedia is one of only two places
in the UK to offer circus education at
degree level and the only institution
with a rich heritage of integrating
those skills with physical theatre
and performance.

FOUNDATION DEGREE
IN CONTEMPORARY
CIRCUS WITH
PHYSICAL THEATRE
Circomedia’s
higher
education
pathway begins with a two-year FDA
for students who wish to become
highly skilled, autonomous and
creative circus-theatre artists. After
a five week introduction to aerial,
acrobatics and manipulation, the
students will specialise in two,
and finally, one circus discipline.
Specialisations are supported with
classes designed to help students
develop skills and techiniques
in a variety of theatrical styles,
movement and physical conditioning
& wellbeing. You will also recieve an
introduction to contemporary circus
and performance in historical and
sociopolitical context, encouraging
the development of the critical,
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ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS
You must have a minimum
of three D grades at A
Level or MPP from a BTEC
Extended Diploma.

analytical and reflective skills that
are vital to the development of wellrounded artists and performers.
The second year will see students
specialise
further
in
their
chosen circus discipline, explore
performance styles and theatre
making in more detail and develop
their business skills and industry
knowledge in preparation for a
career for their chosen profession.

Entry to the course is
based on qualifications and
successful completion of
audition.
The FDA and BA are
supported and accredited
by Bath Spa University.
Tuition fees for the Foundation Degree and BA
cost £9250 per year.

BA (HONS) DEGREE
TOP-UP
Students
who
successfully
complete the FDA can apply
for a third year to top up to a
full BA (Hons). BA students will
continue to explore and expand
their physical skills, alongside the
development of artistic research
in their chosen circus discipline,
creating a repertoire of acts and
forming a company to take a show
on tour. The year culminates with a
Final Major Project, a self-devised
solo or small group performance
that gives students to opportunity
to showcase all they have learnt
during their three years at
Circomedia.

“CIRCOMEDIA
PROVIDED ME WITH
THE OPPORTUNITY
TO DEVELOP MY
SKILLS, TECHNIQUE
AND ARTISTIC VISION
IN A SUPPORTIVE
ENVIRONMENT WITH
KNOWLEDGEABLE
TUTORS.”
- FREYA MARVEN,
BA GRADUATE

(An additional Materials
Fee of £100 is payable annually to cover other individual expenses )

MA

IN

DIRECTING

CIRCUS

MA

IN

DIRECTING

CIRCUS

MASTERS DEGREE (MA)
IN DIRECTING CIRCUS
WHAT
WILL I STUDY?
Launched in 2017, our masters course
is the first of its kind in the world. The
MA has been developed to address
a recognised need across the global
circus community to create and
support a new kind of performance
director - one who is aware of the
possibilities and limitations of using
circus techniques in an artistic context.
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IS THE COURSE
RIGHT FOR YOU?
Applicants should have some practical
experience of circus performance but
do not need to be an expert in circus
techniques. If you want to develop
your abilities as a director who is
interested in bringing together circus
technique with artistic expression
then you will thrive on this course.

HOW TO APPLY

The course offers students the
chance to study a range of research
methodologies, as well as the
roles, strategies and practical skills
of directing circus. It encourages
students to explore the need for
directors to be both authors/
originators and facilitators.

Applications are made via the
Bath Spa website. For more
information please email
admissions@circomedia.com

As an MA student, you’ll engage in
both group and independent learning.
You’ll have the chance to work with
world-leading professionals in
the industry and debate the most
recent developments in circus and
physical theatre performance and
direction.

Thanks to a grant from the
Leverhulme Trust, Circomedia can
offer one successful applicant a
fully funded place on this unique
MA, plus £1000 to cover travel
costs.

Tuition fees for the Masters is £7790
per year.
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VOCATIONAL

COURSE

VOCATIONAL COURSES
FURTHER OPTIONS FOR FULL-TIME
TRAINING
If you want to receive the high-quality
FEES
training of our Degree programme but
may not be eligible for, or interested Tuition fees for the Vocational Course
in an academic qualification, our cost £9,000 per year. (plus materials
Vocational Course could be just what fee of £70 - £100)
you’re looking for.
The three-month short course costs
THE COURSE
£3,000. (plus materials fees)
The Vocational Course is available to
anyone over the age of 18. You will This course is not eligible for
study alongside the Degree students, Student Finance.
but without the requirement of the
ENTRY
academic written work. The course
aims to help you develop into a wellREQUIREMENTS
rounded performer, introducing you
to range of circus disciplines, creative With less focus on academic
and performance skills & techniques. qualifications, our entry requirements
are based on your motivation and
The Vocational Course can be interests for taking part in the course,
completed as a short course of three your physical skills and/or potential,
months (essentially the first term of alongside your creativity, enthusiasm
the Foundation Degree, September and willingness to learn.
to December) or for a full year. It is
HOW TO APPLY
possible to study all three years of the
Degree as a Vocational student if you
To apply for the Vocational Course,
wish.
visit the vocational pages on our
website where you can complete an
application form. Entry to the course
is based on successful completion of
audition.
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“CIRCOMEDIA
ENCOURAGES
YOU TO EXPLORE
YOUR CREATIVE
POTENTIAL, TO
DIG DEEPER,
WORK HARDER,
AND TO ALWAYS
FIND JOY IN
WHAT YOU DO.”
- AIMEE BENNETT
CIRCOMEDIA
GRADUATE

WHY STUDY
CIRCUS?

Contemporary circus is an exciting Circus is inherently Collaborative,
new area of performing arts; having in the traditional sense of working
emerged only 40 years ago, there and living together as the big
is still so much to discover and to top travels from town to town,
reveal to audiences who are keen and in a contemporary circus
to see the new developments. This ensemble. Peer to peer learning
period, when the various forms is predominant, many acts involve
it could become are still to be more than one person, whether all
defined, is a great
performing or
opportunity for
some on stage
CIRCOMEDIA
those who are
while others are
FOREGROUNDS
imaginative
on the end of a
and inventive.
safety line, and
CREATIVITY AND
bringing a show
ENCOURAGES
Circus
can
INNOVATION IN ALL together is a
open doors to ITS COURSES, AND IN collective action.
e mp l o ymen t
THE PROJECTS AND Circus requires
in these new
PERFORMANCES THAT resilience, at
and developing
IT PROMOTES,
areas
of
all times. It is
performance, improve mental and physical, extremely physical, and
physical well-being and contribute to demands continuous attention to
developing communities. Circomedia develop skills, strength and stamina.
foregrounds creativity and encourages It is risky, and all involved have
innovation in all its courses, and in to develop the ability to bounce
the projects and performances that it back from setbacks, whether they
promotes, with a strong emphasis on are failing to perfect a trick, an
teamwork.
accident or injury, rejection of an
artistic idea or financial difficulty.

Circus artists need resilience in
their practice but also in their
business and we encourage our
students and emerging artists to
develop a prolific portfolio of work
that can withstand the instability
of the current economic climate.
We also introduce students to
different contexts in which their
work can find root.

Circus is Sustainable, along with its
associated street arts frequently
having low environmental impact
at the same time as being open
to a wide range of audiences and
participants in ways that promote
social sustainability. As an artform
that is growing rapidly, it has
offered increased employment
possibilities over the past decade.

Circus is Inclusive, and has a history Circomedia supports its graduates
full of examples of people outside in many ways to develop careers,
of the mainstream
from
direct
being accepted
employment – 54%
CIRCUS IS
and supported,
of our current
INCLUSIVE, AND
whether in terms HAS A HISTORY FULL staff
are
our
of
heritage,
OF EXAMPLES OF graduates and
disability or class.
PEOPLE OUTSIDE OF earn some or all
Many examples
of their income
THE
MAINSTREAM
such as Pablo
from working with
BEING
ACCEPTED
Fanque and the
us – to assisting
AND
SUPPORTED,
African Blondin
with
funding
WHETHER
IN
TERMS
were
located
applications for
OF HERITAGE,
here in Bristol.
those to who set
DISABILITY OR
In 21st century
out to form their
Britain, there is a
own companies
CLASS.
concerted effort
and projects. Our
taking place to increase the diversity alumni work across the world,
of participants and performers whether running and performing
in contemporary circus, and as with a company in Belfast, managing
one strand of its work to address the programme at Montreal’s
this, Circomedia was recently a leading circus venue or touring
partner in an Extraordinary Bodies’ internationally with Performers
initiative.
Without Borders, Ockhams Razor,
Mimbre, NoFit State and many
other companies.

WHERE WILL IT TAKE YOU?
Training at Circomedia opens up an
exciting range of future opportunities,
including further study, project-based
employment with established companies, forming your own company
and independent freelance work.

INDEPENDENT WORK
Freelance opportunities exist all year
round, such as work at festivals,
cabaret,
street
performance,
corporate entertainment and in
the world of video and advertising,
as well as teaching, engagement
and outreach work. With Bristol
being such a hive of creativity, our
students are ideally placed to engage
in the professional performance
world. Circomedia has excellent
relationships with local companies
and agencies - such as Cirque Bijou,
Invisible Circus and Citrus Arts - and
they work with our students on a
regular basis.

“I THINK WHAT
MAKES CIRCOMEDIA
SO SPECIAL IS
THE FOCUS ON
PERFORMANCE
SKILLS ALONGSIDE
YOUR CIRCUS
DISCIPLINES - AS
A STUDENT YOU
ARE CONSTANTLY
CREATING WORK,
BEING PUSHED
OUT OF YOUR
COMFORT ZONE
AND ENCOURAGED
TO RUN WITH THE
CRAZIEST OF IDEAS.”

FORMING A COMPANY
Studying at Circomedia not only
provides you with a top quality
education but allows you to connect
with other like-minded individuals
and perhaps form professional
partnerships that could last a lifetime.
Among the many companies started
by our past students are Ockham’s
Razor, Green Eyed Zero, Acrojou,
PanGottic, Tumble Circus. amongst
many others.

- TILLY MAE HUDSPITH
CIRCOMEDIA
GRADUATE

FURTHER STUDY

Circomedia graduates from the
BTEC and Degree courses have
taken the unique skills they’ve
acquired here to other institutions
around the world. Other schools
Circomedia graduates have gone
to include Codarts, DOCH, Ecole
Nationale de Cirque (Montreal),
Fontys, CNAC and National Centre
Circomedia is also proud of its for Circus Arts.
international links with performers
and companies, and FEDEC all of
which opens up a world of possibilities
for our students and graduates
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OUR ALUMNI
“I REALLY FELT
LIKE THAT FORM
OF [CIRCOMEDIA]
TEACHING, GAVE ME
THE CONFIDENCE
TO DO IT ON MY
OWN”
– CHARLOTTE MOONEY
CREATIVE DIRECTOR
OKHAM’S RAZOR

“BEING AT CIRCOMEDIA GAVE ME THE TIME TO REFLECT
ON MY PRACTICE...I WANTED TO BE IN THE REHEARSAL
ROOM MAKING WORK... THE STAFF SUPPORTED ME
AND GAVE ME AS MUCH OPPORTUNITY AS POSSIBLE
TO EXPLORE DIRECTING, TEACHING AND PRODUCING
WITHIN CIRCUS, PHYSICAL THEATRE AND OUTDOOR
ARTS, WHICH IS WHAT I DO FOR A LIVING NOW.”
CAN’T SIT STILL
- CAT BOOT

PANGOTTIC
- MATT PANG
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“I CAN’T REALLY
OVERSTATE HOW
MUCH CIRCOMEDIA
HAS DONE FOR
ME… MOST OF
WHAT IS RICH AND
INTERESTING IN MY
LIFE NOW IS A DIRECT
RESULT OF ALL [THEIR]
HARD WORK. THANK
YOU CIRCOMEDIA!”
– ROBIN BOON DALE
BA GRADUATE & ACT
FESTIVAL PRIZE WINNER
(BE FESTIVAL 2017)

WORKING ALONGSIDE A
PROFESSIONAL THEATRE
An integral part of the Circomedia philosophy is to develop both minds and
bodies. Nowhere is this seen more than in the relationship we create between
our academy and our theatre.
Our theatre is based in our St Paul’s campus and hosts around 36 professional
circus, theatre and dance shows each year. These cover an eclectic mix of
Circomedia alumni shows, Bristol and southwest based work, national and
international work. It provides a high-tech, highly atmospheric, venue for
our own student performances, where students can present their work in
fully-professional context. All of this creativity is shaped around our academic
offering to enable you to not only see great work but to also learn and speak
with the directors and performers that we showcase.

SURROUNDED BY
WORLD CLASS
PERFORMANCES
As part of the course you will be
expected to see a selection of these
shows handpicked by your tutors
for their relevance to your studies.
You will also be entitled to heavily
subsidised tickets outside of these
shows and free entry to every
student performance over the
course of the year.
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YOUR DEVELOPMENT
A key part of our performance programme is our circus scratch night VOLT.
This forms a platform for both professional artists and students to showcase
new ideas and work-in-progress to a considerate and supportive audience.

LEARNING THE ROPES
As well as learning all the
necessary skills to be successful
on stage, our students gain
valuable skills and knowledge in
health and safety, rigging, stage
management and technical
elements of production.
Some of our students have
gone on to complete technical
internships with Circomedia,
further
diversifying
their
skills to open up employment
opportunities
in
technical
circus and theatre production.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

HOW TO APPLY
Applications
for
all
Higher
Education courses should be made
through the University and Colleges
Admissions Service (UCAS), please
visit the website - www.ucas.com
Applications for the BTEC course
and any of the Vocational Courses
are made through our own website
www.circomedia.com

FEES AND FUNDING
Fees for each year of the Degree are
£9,250. (with an additional materials
fee of £70 - £100) Fees for the MA
course are £7,790. Please contact
Student Finance England, Scotland,
Wales or EU to check your eligibility
for fee and maintenance loans.
Fees for Vocational Courses are
paid directly to Circomedia. The
three month Vocational Course
costs £3,000 and the full year
costs £9,000.
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APPLYING FOR CIRCOMEDIA
WAS LIKELY ONE OF MY
BEST CHOICES IN LIFE.
ALL THE TEACHERS ARE
INCREDIBLY PASSIONATE
ABOUT WHAT THEY DO
AND ALWAYS ENDEAVOUR
TO GIVE EACH STUDENT
WHAT THEY NEED. IT’S A
WONDERFULLY HOLISTIC
ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH
TO TRAIN, CREATE AND
EXPLORE.

Learners aged 16 - 18 are funded
by the government to study on the
BTEC course providing you have
English and Maths GCSE. Funding
for 19+ learners is currently being
reviewed so please contact us if
you have any questions about this.
If you do not meet the funding
criteria for the BTEC course you
can still apply but you will have to
pay privately at a cost of £3,750
per year.

JAMIE DOUBLE
- CIRCOMEDIA GRADUATE
AND TEACHER

ACCOMODATION
There is limited on-site housing
available at our Kingswood campus,
owned and managed privately by our
landlord, Creative Youth Network.
The majority of students live in
private accommodation close to the
Circomedia site. Once accepted onto
the course, students are invited to
join a housing group on social media
so they can connect with each other
to make living arrangements
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TRAINING SPACES

ST PAUL’S CHURCH

Circomedia uses two sites - one, a Victorian-era former school, built
around a picturesque courtyard and set in leafy grounds at Kingswood
on the outskirts of Bristol; the other, a beautifully restored 18th Century
church fronting on to a Georgian square right in the heart of the city
centre, a stones throw from shops and other city attractions.

KINGSWOOD: SOUTH WING
Circomedia uses two sites - one, a Victorian-era former
school, built around a picturesque courtyard and set
in leafy grounds at Kingswood on the outskirts of
Bristol; the other, a beautifully restored 18th Century
church fronting on to a Georgian square right in the
heart of the city centre, a stones throw from shops
and the city’s student accommodation.

Circomedia uses two sites - one, a Victorian-era former school,
built around a picturesque courtyard and set in leafy grounds
at Kingswood on the outskirts of Bristol; the other, a beautifully
restored 18th Century church fronting on to a Georgian square
right in the heart of the city centre, a stones throw from shops
and the city’s student accommodation.

KINGSWOOD: STUDIO 1

“CIRCOMEDIA IS VERY GENEROUS WITH ITS TRAINING
SPACE! THE OPPORTUNITIES TO TRAIN OUTSIDE OF CLASS
ARE AMAZING!”
22

EMMA SAUNDERS
- CIRCOMEDIA GRADUATE
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GET TO KNOW BRISTOL

BRISTOL HAS
THE HIGHEST
CONCENTRATION
OF CIRCUS
COMPANIES AND
ORGANISATIONS IN
THE UK
The city is especially strong on
creativity. An above-average
percentage of the population
works in the creative industries,
including film-making, design,
television, theatre, art and
music. Bristol is home to a great
many performance venues and
regularly holds city-wide events
and festivals throughout the Year.
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“BRISTOL IS SUCH
A VIBRANT CITY,
IT HAS ALL OF THE
CREATIVITY THAT
YOU EXPECT TO FIND
IN LONDON BUT
WITH THE SENSE OF
COMMUNITY YOU
ONLY REALLY GET IN
SMALLER PLACES”

As well as offering all the benefits
of forward-looking and
diverse urban life, Bristol is a
gateway to some of the finest
countryside,
coastlines
and
beaches in the UK. To the west lie
the beautiful counties of Devon
and Cornwall, Wales is
right on the doorstep just across
the Severn Bridge and to
the east resides the stunning
landscapes of Dorset and the
UK capital of London less than two
hours by train.

ELLISSA ROSE
- BA GRADUATE

BRISTOL BEST PLACE
TO LIVE
- Sunday Times, 2017

BRISTOL BEST CITY FOR
JOB OPPORTUNITIES
- Royal Mail, 2018

ONE OF THE BEST CITIES
TO VISIT
- Independent, 2019

Photography: Cynthia Price

Bristol is an attractive harbour
city - small enough to get to know
quickly, big enough to guarantee
there is always plenty to see and
do, with lots of green spaces and
history to explore.

100%
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COVID INFORMATION
Along with the rest of the UK,
Circomedia was obliged to close its
doors for all activities in March 2020;
but closing the doors of both buildings
did not mean bringing teaching and
learning to a halt. On the contrary,
our staff team responded with great
speed, creativity and commitment
to move our courses on-line for that
term. Students were able to respond
creatively to adapted tasks and
assessments, and to communicate
with each other and with their
teachers, as well as having many
of their physical classes streamed
into their homes. The courses were
completed in a new way, with some
unexpected benefits to the learning
experience such as digital skills
and approaches, and accessing
international speakers via zoom.
Benefits that we have embraced and
implemented as exciting additions to
our programme moving forwards.

we have invested in additional
equipment so that there is less
sharing and more time for cleaning
or quarantine, and the timetable has
changed to allow for smaller groups
and more distancing. Whatever the
levels of restriction on movement or
meeting, we are confident that we
have the models to be able to deliver
the education, and the Circomedia
experience, that has made us unique
over 25 years.

Whatever the state of play is, all
students will receive a full briefing
on the current practices during
your induction. Such protocols exist
alongside the risk assessments
carried out, which will also be
available. All measures will be aligned
with the latest government guidance
and will be in place to protect you, our
staff and the continuation of school
activities. Working safely, we are
committed to maximising the time
As time went on, there was another spent in studios and on equipment.
massive piece of work to prepare
studios for face to face sessions and We continue to collaborate and
practice, which take place alongside a share information with the wider
continued on-line strand in 2020/21. circus sector which has shown great
Our policies and protocols have resilience and adaptability throughout
been checked with Department for the pandemic. We have no doubt that
Education and Public Health England, our sector will return stronger, braver
and more vibrant than ever.
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GOT A QUESTION?
WE ARE HERE TO HELP
ADMISSIONS@CIRCOMEDIA.COM

